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PaperSoldiers for & by myTHself 2011. BattleOfWalkerloo.

100 years ago there were more than 200,000 coal miners working in North East England. On the 24th of November 1910 a miner aged 14
ed at Usworth Colliery. His name was John Walker, he was my grandfather's brother, my great uncle John.

All the TV and Movie rel;ated plastic action toys are made in China. The toy factories are powered by electricity made from burning coal. The
dug by coal miners who have no trade unions. My fai
in 1955 when he was 14 and worked there until 1970. The miners of each
ous work. Each union had a 'pit banner. ‘From the middle of the nineteenth century the banners were used to unify and rally the communities in
the coalfield... Banners are the miners' battle standards, proclaiming graphic messages of hope and calls for social justice which record more vividly
than any other art form the history of the struggle for working-class rights. Quotes taken from the foreword and cover note of the book
‘Banners of the Durham Coalfield’ by Norman Emery, 1998.

ines in North East England are now closed. The banners are kept in museums and social clubs associated with the pit

communities.

InaTV news report on a mining disaster in China | saw a miners wife demand improved working conditions for her husband and his
comrades. | thought about her plight and the plight of my ancestors. | had just lost my father from an industrial cancer resulting from
asbestos exposure in a tyre factory, the job he'd done since leaving the pit. He had two years of retirement before the cancer began to ki
im. Some of the money which enabled me to construct my toy soldier army came from him. As it carries my name, ‘The Battle Of Walker-
loo' also carries his name , and that of my great uncle John. Last May (2011) my Uncle Bob died, he was a also a coal miner at Usworth

ery, he suffered from emphysema .

This model is an essential part of the 'The Battle of Walkerloo' It marks the opening of a surprise front in the real pretend war against the
Mega Corp Toys. Make it up, March it up and dowr

Pretend all miners have trade unions... pretend all toy factory workers have trade unions. pretend the toys you buy for christmas are made
by these pretend workers. Paper soldiers.... engines for social change or silly toys playing a real pretend war. The Battle of Walkerloo.
Romantic Ethical Esacpist Toy Soldiers at war with the Mega Corp toys. WIP (Walkerloo Information and Propoganda). 2011. Tally Ho.

MIY* paper soldier model of Chinese Miners Marching With Usworth Colliery Trade Union Lodge Banner.
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